May 2009 Rs.10/- 80 Pages 


THE Magazine for Children, 














Editorial -2 
Back to School (Jokes) 3 
‘They make News -4 
Tongue Twisters = 
Birthday Bash -8 
Viewpoint -10 
Riddles -14 
Hungry Leo (Pic. Story) - 16 


Adventures of Sitamma and the 


‘Twin Ghosts (Serial Story) - 18 
Fact Zone 24 
Join the Dots -25 
Doctor Knows Best -26 
Budding Bards -28 
Penpals -30 
Colour Up -35 
Experience -36 
IPLAgain -39 
Crown the Hero 

(IPL Competition) -43 
Junior Gallery 44 
Letter Box -46 
Activity 48 
Cuisine Comer -30 


Effendi’s Song (Pic. Story) - 52 


Gokulam Studio -58 
Grandma Comes Home 

(Short Story) - 60 
Zero-in -63 





Of all created things the loveliest. 
‘And most divine are children, 
Wiliam Canton 


- 65 
-67 


News Digest 
Make it Yourself 
‘The Inter-Galatic Race 


(Sci-fi Story) - 68 
Grandmaworm -11 
‘Swift and Cunning 

(Pic. Story) -14 
Keep Busy this Summer, - 76 
School Events -78 
Billu -80 





AaANArHalACle) 


*COVER.STORY 


GOKULAM 


printed and published at 
Bharathan Press 
‘on behalf of 
Bharathan Publications 
Private Limited 
alk buildings, 
47.NP, Jawahar Not Road, 
Exkaduhanga 
Cchannai - 690 032 
printer and publisher: 
Lakshmi Natarajan 
editor: 
Sectha Ravi 
layouts 
‘S.Stephen, M.Mohan 
‘S.Karthikeyan, B.Gopal 
lephone 
4343 8888 (20 lines) 
tax: 
(044-4343 6899 
emails: 
eaitorial 
gokulam@kalkiweekly.com 
advertisements: 
marketing @kalkiweekly.com, 
subscriptions: 
subscrption@kalkweekYycom 
other information: 
info@kalkiweekly.com 
subscription rates 
inland : aoa 
ae 20- 
overseas: annual 
A 120- 


THE Magazine for Chiktren 





eo oie 


Dear Readers, 


The summer holidays are here. Some of you, who 
are lucky, will go with your parents to hill stations to 
cool it off. Others may go toa place of tourist atirac- 
tion. A few may go on a pilgrimage and the wealthy 
may even go abroad, However, the common aspect 
ofall these are the new experiences, which you must 
enjoy thoroughly, Do not allow minor irrita- ‘ 
tions or set backs to spoil 
this joy. 








Atter you come | 
back home, you will | 
stil have a ft of holi- 
days left, during which 


Hols:. 


-<—se—e 


you must put down your experiences in writing. This 

serves a dual purpose. 

a. You have a record of events which when you read 
a couple of years later, will ether give you a thrill 
or make you laugh! 

b. You practice writing a travelogue which improves 
your language skills. Who knows, it may eve get 
published in your favourite magazine! 


Ityou are one of those who is not fortunate enough 
to go anywhere during the holidays, don't worry. Treat 
it as a blessing and learn something new. A com- 
puter course, lessons in music, painting or coo<ing, 
Take up anew hobby like gardening, stamp collec 
tion, ete. Enjoy the experience. 

There is only one thing that none of you shou d do 
and that is wasting your holidays, 

~ Editor 


; 


(ote 0 Zz 








“How do bees go to school?” 


“On the School-buzz.” 
Li 










ocr 
\ Cn 


“\\ 


0\ 


“Why did John walk 
backwards to school?” 
“It was back to school day.” 


“What did one math book say 
to the other?” 


“[have a lot of problems.” 


| 5 “Why did the boy bring a 


% @ ladder to school?” 
| Of : » | “He wanted to go to High 
/ Ry | School.” 
l & #2) - B.Pragadeesh, Std. VIII, 
— d. SS.V.M.HSS., Chennai 


Focussing on Dr. Manmohan 
Singh, the man who has been lead- 
ing India for the past five years... 





He's been the man who has been 
leading our nation in the last five 
years, and it remains to be seen 
whether he will continue, As the 
world’s largest democracy readies 
itself to exercise its franchise, as 
Voters all over the country make the 
most difficult decision of all - one 
that will decide how the next five 
years would be for India, we focus 
on the man who is our Prime Minis 
ter today and the seventeenth to hold 
that post 
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Early Life 
Dr. Manmohan Singh was born 
‘on September 26 1932 in a place 
called Gah in West Punjab(now in 


“Amrit Singh 





Pakistan), He belongs to Sikh Khatri 
family and after partition, his farrily 
settled down in Amritsar in the 
Punjab in India. It was in 1947. at 
13 years of age, that Singh and his 
family migrated to India, Peoale 
from his hometown remember tim 





asa studious youn 





ig boy. Completely 
academically inclined, he studied 
Economics in the Punjab University, 
went to Cambridge, won the 
Wright's Prize for distinguished 
scholarship 


in short, learning 





















seemed to be his calling. 


His Career 


From being an Economic Affairs 
Officer(UNCTAD) in 1966, posts in 
the United Nations and other august § 
bodies, he taught at the University 
of Delhi and in 1982, be: 

came the Governor of the antctiving 
Reserve Bunk of India. doen 
Later on, he was ap- pms 
pointed the Deputy 
Chairman of the Plan 
ning Commission of ll 
India, But willy nilly 
the political arena 
pulled him in, and in 
1991, he was asked 











put into action, changing 


the way the Indian business 





world worked. Singh was 


seen as the catalyst and the 


' thinker behind these moves. 
But with the next elections, 
4 ¥ a YW ) Rao’s government was 


voted out and with this, 


Singh too moved into the Rajya 
then Prime MinisterP. V. Narasimha Sabha 


Rao. ‘That was his first foray into 
public life 


to become Finance Minister by the 


as 


[ i 


an elected 





member. In- 
es terestingly 
As Finance Minister he contested 
int for a Lok 


Sabha seat 


Singh made his mark in his 
as Finance Minister. It was duri 
his tenure that the Indian economy from South 
al- Delhi in 












opened up to cha 





ge from a soc | 
ist economy that was the vision of 1999 but ) 
Nehru, to move into acapitalist for failed to 


mat. Many economic reforms were Win. 2 
* Daman Singh 





EE OP Wi cy Wake Hews WM 


Becoming PM 


In 2004, after the general elec- 
tions, the Congress party won the 
Lok Sabha elections with the largest 
number of seats and said that 
Manmohan Singh would be the PM. 
Though this was unprecedented 
considering that Singh has not won 
a Lok Sabha seat himself, he was a 
respected man, seen as uncorrupted 
and as part of the intelligentsia(or the 
people who are thinkers and who 
create change). He was also the first 
Sikh to become PM. 





+In Washington 
His Family 

His wife Gursharan Kaur 
and three daughters make 
up his family. While 
Upinder Singh his eldest 
daughter is a history pro- 
fessor herself and has 
written several books on 
history, his second and 
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* IRauguray 
Foot Bai, 





third da S. 
Daman and 
Amrit have 


made their lives 
quite far away 
from the politi- 
cal world. As 
you all would 
have read in the 
newspapers, 
Singh has been 
suffering froma 
heart problem 
and recently had 
at bypass. 








Gursharan Kaur 
arey 





Why Singh is Important in our 
Political History 

Singh is important in our politi- 
cal history simply because he is not 
jtruly, one who belongs to the politi- 

cal class, Singh and his family 
are seen to be hon- 
est, hard-worki 
and academics — 
quite removed from 
what is usually scen 
as the ‘dirty world of 
{ politics’. Singh, though, 
has been criticised for 
being the ‘puppet’ PM 



















| 











President Sonia Gandhi 
— but that has not stopped 
him from the job of gov 






ti 
ing a 
League 


emance. 


© Sam saw six shiny silver 
spoons. 

© Sheep should not sleep in 
shacks. 

@ [wish I had an Irish wrist watch 
to watch on my Irish wrist 

© Stick a sticker where itis sticky 
where a sticker once was stuck, 

© Can you can a can with a can, 
that can can the can. 

© A good cook could cook as 
much cookies as a good cook who 
could cook cooki 

© 1 saw a saw that could out saw 





any other saw I ever saw 
© [wish to wish the wish you wish 
the wish the 





to wish, but if you wi 


witch wishes. I won't wish the wish 








you wish you wish. 

© These thousand tricky tongue 
twisters trip thrillingly off the tongue, 

© A sailor went to sea to see, what 
he could see, And all he could see 
was Sea, Sea, sea ' 

© I thought a thought, But the J 
ght was not the thought 
iI thought. Ifthe thought I | 
iI thought had been the thought | 
, I would not have thought § | 








I thou; 
thou 
I tho 











so much. 


© If two witches were watching 
two watches, which witch would 
watch which watch? 





- Ashwini, Age 13, 
Maharishi Vidya Mandir, Hosur 


My sister Aparna Ganesh 
celebrates her 7" birthday on May 
21", Best wishes for her future 

Loving sister 
Anjana Ganesh and dearest 
Father and Mother 


Elanchi Kumaran celebrates 
his 5" birthday on May 3%and Akash 
Chanakya celebrates his 5® birthday 
on May 16", We wish them a 
successful and happy future 

Amma, Appa, Grandma, 
Harisanjana and 
Friends 





My son R.Sai Venkatesh 
celebrates his 12" birthday on 10" 
May 2009. We wish him good 
health and happiness. May 
the Almighty shower His 
blessings on him for a 
bright future, 

With love 
Appa, Amma and 
sister Chaitu + Adhvs 

Our dear little sister Arthi 
celebrates her 6" birthday on 16" 
May *09, We wish her a very happy 
birthday and happiness, fun and joy 
for ever. 

With lots of love and kisses 
Ashwin, Shruti and 
Shreya 


My friend Adhvaitha celeb-ates 
her 12" birthday on 24" May 2009. 1 
wish her a happy and prosperous 
birthday. 

Loving friend 
Keerthana 


My penpal Srijalagirija vani 
celebrates her birthday on May 14", 
I wish her a healthy and happy 
life. 

Wishes from 
K.S.Reshma 


Hrudhay 





Narayan celebrates 


* his 1” birthday on May 13" 2009, 


+ Shreyank 
S.Kotian 






















+ Aparna Ganesh 


+D.Salat 
Pragadeeshwaran 


TE ED OO BBxciday Bash’ 


May you live many more delightful 
years. 

Best wishes from 

Mom, Dad and relatives 


B.Salai Pragadeeshwaran 
celebrates his birthday on May 4% 
Wish you many more happy returns 
of the day, 

Wishes from 
Father, Mother, Vasan, 
Abi and Sister. 





Our dearest Shreyank $,Kotian 










+Elanchi Kumaran 


*Hrudhay 
Narayan 


Cg "tam 


=~ 


+ R.Sai Venkatesh 


+ Akash 
Chanakya 


+Ajay 


+Keerthana 


celebrates his 12" birthday on 
13.05.2009. May God bless you with 
good health, good luck, happiness 
and prosperity. Wishing you fun and 
happiness for ever, 


Wishes from 
Dad, Mom, Brother 





blessings be with you. Wishing you 
all the very best for your Board 
exams 





Wishes from 
Mom, Dad, Aachi 
‘Thatha, Nanna Thatha, 
Geetha Aunty, Prakash 
Chithappa, Cousins 
y__Rithwyn and Rishab, 
Friends Naphish, 

D> Prashanth and Nikhil, 





Keerthana celebrates 
her 12" birthday on 
18.05.2009. May the 
Almighty bless her with all 
happiness, health and success. 


Happy Birthds 
aes Wishes from 


Dad, Mom, Sister Sanjana, 

Uneles Suresh, Vinoth, 
Prathap, Aunts Suba, 
Geetha and 













Readers will re 
ollect that the debate 
for the month is on 
whether summer 
camps are useful. Here 
are some of the best 
arguments received 
from you by Gokulam: 








Summer camps are 
only for one or two 
weeks, but regular classes 
for art or music teach us 
more than these summer 
camps. Summer camps can 
only teach us basics of any talent. Now 
which is better friends? 

= K Monica, Sud.VH, D.A.Y, Girls 


Creative B 


W. 


regi 





e need a comfortable break from 
ntal routine at least during our 
summer holidays. Summer camps will 
not enable this flexibility. Children 
should not be forced to attend them. 

= V.Dhivya, Su.IX, Holy Cross 












, Vellore; PAkshaya, Std.V, 
Gurugnanasambandar Mission MHSS, 
Mayiladuthurai 





Holidays are meant to be enjoyed 
with family and friends, We get to visit 
ur relatives in our native villages or 
towns. Let us not spend money on sum- 
mer camps, which will be just another 
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piness, 








lege, Gangolli,(Udip.); 
|. SULLY, Holy Cross School, 
Sud.V, Holy Cross 
MHSS, Vellore: Ayesha Amin, Std.VII, 
D.A.Y, Public School, Unit VII, Orissa; 
Indra Priyadarshini, Std.V I, Lourde 
Matha Convent, Udumalpet; J.Kishore 

Ram, Std.1X, Prince MHSS, Chennai 


Working parents may feel that 
summer camps are a safe place for chil 
dren to be in during hols; but children 
that tour programmes are more in- 























teresting than summer camps. 
ayana.B, Std.VI1, Holy Angels’ 
ISC School, Trivandrum 





Parents often send their children to 
‘summer camps just to get their kids out 
of their hair, If the children want to go 
to these camps itis a fine arrangement, 
but not otherwise 

+ Nanditha Ravinder, Std.X1, 
Leo MHSS, Chennai 








Finding our own interest area, set- 
ting up a hobby and working on it 
would be far more interesting. It helps 


LOL®D © Mica 


Th our school we have an SUPW 
period - i.e. Socially Useful, Productive 
Work. But itis usually not put to good 
use. If this is the case in a regular 
school, attending one whole month of 
a course for the lighter side of educa- 
tion would be a colossal waste. A crash 
course in one of the regular subjects 
would be a better option 
Abinaya, Std.VIII, 
Mil Coimbatore 





Dr 





Coitdren tearm many useful things 
at summer camps and time is spent well, 
instead of sitting at the computer or in 


Regimental Routine 


tus be more independent and respon- 
sible. There is no need for summer 

camps. 
+ Madhu.M, Age 16, Presidency 
College, Bengalooru 


front of the tv the whole day. 
There are many outdoor activities too, 
which is good exercise for the children, 
= K.L.Parvatha Varthani, Std.VIL, 
Durga Devi Choudary Vivekanada 
Vidyalaya, Chennai; SAnubba 








Ciitdren can be sent to summer 
camps only if they want to go. Othe 
wise they will not enjoy it. Leave the 
choice to them. 








in K Salim, Std 
St.Joseph’sHS., Mathilakam, Keral 
Kavya.C, Std.VIII, Jnanodaya School, 
Bengalooru; Janis Jude, Std.VL, Jyoti 

Nilayam HSS, Trivandrum 











‘Summer courses really help a child 
develop skills but it should not take 
away the smile on his face! 

+ Anurag Nair, Std.1V, Rex SSS, 
Ooty; GSree Vandana, Std.1X, 
VMS, Chennai 








‘Summer holidays are meant not 
only for fun but also for improving 
our overall knowledge. skills and tal 
ent. These three characteristics are 
empowered in the summer camps 
which have come up in recent times. 
They also prevent children from 
settling at the computer or tv and 
turning into couch potatoes. 




















= .GAnchana Devi, StA.X1, K.V., 
AL, Bengaloo 
Holy Cross, Vellore: Sweta J 
D.A.V. Pal 


ool, Bhubaneshwar: 
Ashish Raj, Std.V1, K.V.1., Cali 
Nandana.B, Std.V, Holy Angels” ISC 
School, Nanthencode, (Kerala); Ram 
Padmanabhan, Std.1Y, National Centre 
for Excellence, Bengalooru; S.Lakshm 
Std.IX, St.Thomas MHSS, Chenn: 








‘Summer camps are exciting because 
they offer a variety of activities to 
choose from. Attending them is a good 
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stress-relief experience. 
+ K.Godha Reddy, Hyderabad 


Wiaat is tite if itis going to be only 
full of careand we have no time to stand 
and stare..? We too need to relax and 
take a break, Summer camps are best, 
nized forms of such breaks. 
~ A.Aishwarya Nair, Std.V, Nazareth 

Convent, Ooty 

Sayin 





ithome and playing will 










become monotonous soon. If we go to 
summer camps, we will be exposec to 
new things and new friends, It would 
make our holidays exciting and ple 
did-and even be an unforgettable jourrey. 
- GSiddarth, St.V, Shrishti 
Vidyashram, Vellore; Abhirami.R, 
Std.1X, Salwan PS., New Delhi 





‘Summer camps are a good oppor- 
tunity to develop confidence and to 
learn to adapt to new environments. It 


NOLS BE 
QUESTION FOR THE MONTH : 


right to keep wild animals caged in a zoo, for our own amuseme! 

Send us your views by 25,05, 2009, Each published entry will receive a prize of 
Rs. 25/-. Remember to include details of your age, class, school and residential 
address. Those of you who are non-residents of India should send us a Jocal (Indian) 
address too, You can send entries by post or by e.mail (gokulam@kalkiweekly, com) 








“Is 














is good for children to attend them. 
Prathap, Std.1V, SBOA 
MHSS, Chennais S.Subhashre i 
Sri Jayendra Swamigal Silver Jubilee 
School, Tirunelvell 
Kalyankumar, 
Bengalooru; Anjana Ganesh, Std.VI, 
LTA. Central School, Bengalooru 










Learning new things and acquiring 
new talent at summer camps will never 
go waste, but come in handy some time 
in life. 

~Anushri Alagappan, Std.IX, SBOA 

MHSS, Coimbatore; Anju Asokan, 
‘Std.VI, Chinmaya Vidyalaya, Chennai 








‘Summer camps impart not only new 
skills but also team spirit, valuable life 
experiences and good conduct. Chil- 
dren learn to drop shyness and share 








knowledge, skills and even food. Its 
good fun and a learning experience too. 
+ Saswati Sahoo, Std.VI, St.Xavier’s 
High School, Bhubaneshwar; Natasha 
‘Trika, Std.XI St.Thomas’ School, New 
Delhi: Mrudul Ram 
Ganjam (Orissa); Nis 
Fr, Angel Multipurpose School, Navi 
nbai;R.Nambilakshmi, St.V, 

















Rajkot nan, St.V, 
2 (Centre), Bengalooru; 
Srishti Srivastava, Std.VI, Joseph 
Central School, Mysore; K.Nayeen, 


Std.VI, $.R.K-MHSS, Salem 














Children will stay indoors and not 
play in the hot sun, if sent to summer 
camps 





~ Aashish Suresh, Std.X, SKCH, 
Bengalooru 


With nuctear families and work- 
ing parents, summer camps are a 
blessing. Besides, the holidays which 
are fun for the first few weeks, tend 
to turn boring later and attending 
summer camps keeps us busy. 

+ Saurav Ray, First PUC, SBMJC, 
KGF: '; Sneha 









, Dombivili (West) 
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Wat smells good on a 5 
ship? 


Why did the astronomer hit 
Af on the head? 








spat Supis aas 
Suisuf porfuapup : suy 








smmoag + suy 
Where are star fish found in 
plenty? 


jumuv-soumd v uy zsuy 
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TEES Lo 1 = 


What do you call a crazy What is the five letter word 
spaceman? which would still sound the same, 
jumiauso uy :suy een if its last four leters were 

removed? 

How do astronauts play 
badminton? 


jsaqunys aonds yny : suy 


7b yun sfo} aq us nok 
pup anan asouay ‘anand : suy 


What happened when 
the cow jumped over 
the moon? 
jpareyoas yy fo 
aoud ayy :suy 






- Compiled by : 
Vishnu Raghu- 
raman, Std.LV, 

D.P.S, Gurgaon 





A man wenton atrip 
yy, stayed away 
for two days and returned 
on Friday. How was it 
possible? 





japas ay assoy 
D som Sop > suy 


An electric train is 
travelling south and the wind Woiat has a head like a cat, feet 
is blowing north west. In which like a cat, tail ike a cat, but is'nt a 
direction would the smoke from the cat? 
train be blowing 





juamy y ? suy 


‘yous m2 - K.Haritha, TVS MHSS, 
Jou s90p wins u129]9 uy : sUy Madurai 


and be Teased] 
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a 
Friend, please 


LW | cM hie tap. 


“Thankyou 
'80 much but | am 


very hungry and 
SO. { 


what will 
jou do?, 








Phone No 


Email 





Inland 














1 year 
Rs.120/- 








2 years 
Rs.220, 


(Overseas 











1 year 





Rs.1,200/-L_IRs.2,200/- 


2 vear 

















Amount enclosed : Rs. 











Only Demand Drafts and Money Orders accepted 








You can also register 


with your newspaper 
agent for a month after 


month door delivery 


Man 2009 Gohan 


‘The Circulation Manager 


Ekkadut 


culam 
‘Kalki Buildings 
47-NP, Jawaharlal Nehru Road, 


eal, CHE! 


IAI - 600 0 


bscription@kalkiweekly.com 





May 2009 coxutam 1 





Episode : 1 
Damar Baba the evil sorcerer has insidious plans of ousting the King of Vidham belt it 
coup, for which he needs lots of gold to lure men to his side. To accomplish this, the 
sorcerer has sent his apprentices Sitamma and the twin ghosts Kurall-Gnyamali on a 
dangerous mission of fetching the magical waters from inside the Vidham mountzins 
which can turn any object into gold. Will Sitamma and the ghosts succeed in this mission 
and win thier freedom from the evil sorcerer? Read on. 












Episode : I 
Map to the Vidham Mountains 


itamma extracted a sharp nail 

from her pocket and ran after the 
ghosts calling out- 

Pointed nail 

Cleave and flail 

To make them wail 


“Hey, hey, hey chill,” said the 
ghost(s) returning hurriedly from 
wherever they escaped to. 
“And this never fails, 

chuckled Sitamma inserting the 

nail back into her pocket. 

don’t even have to finish this chant. 
You guys come rushing down as if 





the very lightning has scorched ycur 
tail! Hahaha!” 

“We can't decide who is worse? 
You or that Vanithai?” said KG and 
added, “Well, we can't even decide 
if we area ‘we’ oran ‘I’, leave alone 
the rest.” 

“Vanithai will not give the map: 
tous. She hates Damar Baba and ™ 


she hates us for being his, 
protégés. We have to steal it from 
Vanithai. We have no other option,” 











OLS DESexial Story E 


“Remember what she did to us?’ 
asked KG fearfully. 

The last time Kurali- 
D>) Gnyamail crossed paths with 
Vanithai she condemned 
them to two thousand hours 
of community service and 
tumed them each into pulley 
and rope and hung them in the 
community well. It became 


\ Kurali-Gnyamali's 
Z\ BA | task tofill pots for 


i, every house in 
G Y tt. the village. 
of wey4 ), Each time they 


* Unpleasant 
memories 























drew water, both 
pulley and rope 
tore in agony under the friction. If 
Kurali’s head came close to splitting 
under the sharp rope, 
Gnyamali nearly 
lost his tail (that 
was coiled into a 
rope) due to the endless buckets of 
water he drew. The pain was 
unbearable. 
said Sitamma. “Your tail finished my head,” 
“How do we steal it?” complained Kura. 
asked KG “Your head destroyed my tail,” 
“It won't be easy. She is as complained Gnyamali. 
powerful as Baba.....only she They were back toquarrelling and 
is.....good," rued Sitamma, this time they did not even need 
Damat Baba’s masks for that. 
Story & Illustrations By the time they were finished, 
the ghosts were panting and purple 
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* Sitamma sat on a bench under a tree 
in face. As for the people, they memory made everyone go quiet. 
enjoyed the break from having to For a brief while, that is 





draw water. The villagers used this think I haye to go to her alore. 
free time well. Some chatted happily. You two will be of no use there, $1 
Some sang happily.Some + Vanithat can nail you upside down 


were plain happy. Poor 
Kurali-Gnyamali, they 
rolled no less than ten 
thousand times across 


to any tree and your fate 
will be sealed,” said 
Sitamma. Kurali- 
Gnyamali sighed in relief. 








Damar Baba relented and 
rescued his two bungling 
assistants. 

This unpleasant 


Before long Sitamma 
was on her way to the 
Shakti temple where the 
High Priestess lived. 
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ay > 2 Wilew Sent W 


“She is powerful. She is good. 
‘And she hates us. How on earth am 
I going to get the map tothe Vidham 
Mountains from her?" Sitamma 
wondered. 


When she entered the 





be free?” Sitamma asked herself, 
tears filling her eyes. 

“Become strong and silent. You 
can accomplish anything,” said a 
voice from behind. Sitamma started. 
It was Vanithai. She recognized the 





temple gardens filled with 
flowering trees and 
fragrant shrubs, her mind 
relaxed a little. Sitamma 
sal on a bench undera tree 
tocollect her thoughts. The 
soothing breeze and the 
lingering fragrance of the 
garden calmed her nerves. 





* Panting and purple 


Agr 





Tealso made her reflect on 
her life. 

“L hobnob with the ghosts. | am 
apprentice to a sorcerer who | 
thought was my father. I have 
thieved, lied, conned and even 
harmed people. I have done all but 
Kill for Damar Baba, What a 
wretched life I have led. Will I ever 


SOME SANb 


HAPPILY 


husky voice of the Priestess even 
before she turned, Had the priestess 
read her mind? 

“Greetings!” said Sitamma 
bowing low. Vanithai gently reclined 
her head in acknowledgement. 

“So where are your spirited 
friends? The well here could use a 
pulley and rope,” laughed the Priest- 

ess and gently pat- 

ted Sitamma’s 
head. For a brief 
minute, Vanithai ad- 
mired Sitamma’s long 





tresses. 

“You are so 

pretty,” she mur- 
mured. 


“Don’t you hate 
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us?” asked Sitamma, on nearly kills me,” said Sitamma 
A look of deep concern crossed “You want to change your life.” 

Vanithai’s face. “Hate? Why! Tonly stated Vanithai. 

have pity for you. The kind of life “Yes....... dream of leaving him. 


J want to be good. 1 do not want to 
steal or lie! 1am ready to do 
anything to free myself from Baba.” 
said Sitamma sadly. 

“You have come here for the 









{you lead! Look at the birds above 
you happy and free. Children like 
you should be free like the birds 
and not be under anyone's 
clutches leave alone a sorcerer,” 
sighed Vanithai. 

Sitamma stood up. 

“Twas told my mother died 
when I was one year of age. 
Damar Baba brought me up. 1 
grew up thinking he was my father, map to Vidham mountains, haven't 
Butnow I nurse adoubt thathe may you?" asked Vanithai abruptly, 
not be, owing to the kind of missions sending Sitamma into a shock. 
he assigns me, Every mission! go “Ye... Yes, Madam,” stammered 
=, Sitamma, 

“Indeed the answer to your 
questions lic in this mission,” said 
Vanithai closing her eyes in 
} introspection. “I can give it to you 

‘on one condition,” said Vanithai 


“The Vidham Mountains hold 
“The map to Vidham Mountains 


* Sitamma extracted a sharp nail... 


magical waters, powerful herbs and 
healing plants. No one can approach 
the hills with evil intentions. Going 
to the Vidham mountains is like a 
pilgrimage, only those with a pure 
heart can go there. You must not lie, 
steal or kill while on this mission,” 
said Vanithai. 

“Oh! Usually all our missions 
involve a little bit of conning and 
pilfering,” stammered Sitamma and 
Vanithai glared at her. 

“Well...not a little bit, quite a bit 
of conning and pilfering...... 
Sitamma corrected herself. 

“There is always a good path and 
abad path. I will give you the map if 
you promise to walk the good road. 
Make one false move and the map 
will combust in your hands burying 
all your chances to be free of the 
sorcerer. As for the ghosts, I can 








make them roll as pulley and rope 
for the rest of their lives,” said 
Vanithai grimly. 

“Lindeed want to be good. Only 1 


am not sure if 1 can be.....” said 
Sitamma. 

“Come here, child,” said Vanithai 
and embraced Sitamma warmly. The 
litte girl felt a surge of energy and 
warmth flowing into her body from 
the High Priestess. Sitamma broke 
into tears of gratitude as Vanithai 
handed over the map to Vidham 
Mountains with a smile. 

“Will | keep my promise to 
remain good?” wondered Sitamma 
as she took the map from the 
priestess with trembling hands. 

(To be continued) 
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II of us have nearly 300bones 
when we are born, As we grow, 
the bones get reduced to 206. 
The smallest bone in the body is 
called stirrup. Its in our ear: 
- GPranay, Villupuram 





© More animals are killed by 
motorists than hunters, 

A cockroach can live for nine 
days without its head! 

Poison from a poison arrow frog 
can kill 2,200 people! 


- ip the £9 


A fully grown bear 
fast as a race 












Srieeup 






Knows the reason 
why! 

(Source 
imernet) 
A.Aswin 
avan, Std.) 






We hav 
over the body. 
© Asian hair is as strong as copper 


5 million hairs ell 


wire of the same diametre, 
Dead men grow hair. 
© Scalp hair is replaced every 
fourth fifth or sixth year 
@ We die with the same number 
of hair follicles as we are born with. 


Myths 

Oiling helps hair 
growth 

Dyes don’t affect 
hair adversely. 

Shaving makes 
hair grow faster, 

©Shampooing rey 
Jeads to hair fall 
Brushing is good for hair 
growth. 

e Trimming makes hair grow 
thicker. 














lar 


(Source : Newspaper) 
+ Amulya Amar, 
Std.1X, Carmel School, 
Bengalooru 











I suffer from cold every month. 
What should I do to prevent 
it? Isit true that citrus fruits like 
oranges help to prevent cold? 

The main reason for cold is al- 
lergy, And dust seems to be the 
main reason for allergy. So avoid 
dust to the extent possible. 

Do you sleep near the windows’ 
Avoid this. Does the blast from 
your air conditioner blow on your 
face’? Change your sitting or sleep: 

















ing position so that this does not 
happen 

Frequent and periodic cold also 
suggests weakness. Do regular 
warm-ups and exercises. Eat plenty 
ables. 





of fruits and v 





If the cold still continues to be 
regular and frequent, you may con 
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sult your family doctor or a ENT 
cialist, Perhaps you are suffer- 
from sinusitis 
Since citrus fruits contain vita- 
min C, Eating them helps build re 





sistance to colds. However they 
cannot cure a cold. 


My mother 
drinking a glass of warm 
ater with a spoon of honey 
and a little lime juice mixed to 
it, will help reduce weight. Is 
this true? How does it happen? 

Even my grandmother used to 
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say that taking honey mixed with 
warm water, early morning, on an 
empty stomach would reduce 
weight, However there is no scien- 
tific reason to prove this 

But I can assure you that con- 
suming honey is definitely not go- 
ing to harm you. 

A regular diet of balanced calo- 
rific and nutritional value and good 
exercise alone can help shed 
weight. 


I love sports and play every 
evening. When I get home by 
9 pm I start feeling drowsy. 
Jam unableto study. Nor am 
Table to get up early in the 
morning, Please suggest a way 
out. 

Every body has a capacity. Per- 
haps you are exerting yourself to 
play beyond your capacity. If you 








are playing for three hours, reduce 
it to two hours 

Drinking or eating glucose 
alone is not enough, The toxic 
wastes in your body, may also 
make you tired. Ensure that you 
have nutritious food. 


Whenever I feel nervous, my 
hands turn cold. (Only my palm 
and fingers get cold, not my 
whole body.) Why does it hap- 
pen? 

Indeed your whole body will 
tum cold when you are nervous 
though you may not realize it. This 
is because, your adrenal glands 
work “over-time’ when you are 
nervous." The hormone adrenaline 
that is secreted because of this, 
stimulates the nervot tem. 
Since the sweat glands in the palm 
and fingers are more sensitive, you 
feel the coolness there. 





@ |As told by Dr.N.A.JAYAVELAN 
to G.S.SUBRAMANIAN 


- — 


Fight 
e Fight 

T woke up once at midnight 

And found the sun shining bright! 

I checked the clock and it showed right 

But the sun and the moon began to fight! 























The moon sent the stars and the sun 
the clouds 
The battle was fierce without any doubt! 
tt went on and on for just too long 
Slowly | realized there was something wro i, 


| flew up the sky to check what was going on 
The sun mocked me and moon 
chuckled alcng 
To tease me, the heavenly bodies had 
just played fool, 
| woke up and found it was time for school! 
~ Sahil.K.Rathod, Std.IX, 
$.B.0.A.Matric and H.S.S., 


AS Coimbatore 


2 


You are my favourite ball 
And my greatest pal 

With you I like to play 
You are soft, like clay. 





Your colour is brown and red 
You are as light as cotton 
thread 
You are playful, like a baby 
You make me happy as can be 

















‘You are my toy, 





Though years have passed, 
you are still bright 

You are my favourite ball 
And will remain my best pal. 
- B.Dharini, Std.V, 
Sri Sankara $.8.S., 
Chennai 










Her waxy leaves spread over Even the word lotus is loaded 


the pond, Bringing in a ‘lot’ to ‘us"! 


There blooms a lotus of pinkish hue - S.Balanagalakshmi, 
What a beauty! td. VIL, 
Amasterly creation of the Almighty Mahathma Gandhi Centenary 
She shines brilliantly Vidyalaya, Trichy 
Spreading her faint fragrance 
‘That matches her subdued 

appearance 


As stressful days pass by, I wonder 

Is this Life? What for? And why? 

What did the Almighty create us for? 

If we cannot live for ourselves, even an hour 


One day to God my thoughts I expressed 
He said, “My child, don’t be depressed. 

‘ve sowed seeds of both joy and sorrow 
If sorrow is today, then happiness tomorrow. 


“Sorrow is inevitable, my dear" he sighed 
“But happiness too lies in the world § 
Search for joy and stress will 
disappear, 
Tam here to lead you never, 
never fear.” 


- V.Mahalakshmi, 
Std.X, 

AMC American High 
School, Bengalooru 
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Name : Anupya Choudary Hobbies : Surf 
Age: 10 
Address ; C-608, Vidya 
Building, Ever Shine Ni 
(W), Mumbai - 400 064 Name : V.2Sufaira 
Hobbies : Watchi the Age: 15 


net, watching birds, reading novel 



















V, sui 


Name : B.V.Hema 

Age : 13 

Address : No.9 
8th Main, 3rd Cross, 
Vijaya Nagar 
560 040. 





Bengalooru 








Hobbies; Reudin 
books, displaying magic 
tricks, watching discovery 





channel and playi 





and computer 





Name : Abirami 

Age 1 

Address : B4, Smith 
Park, Behind The Mot 
T 











School, Iskcon 
Road, Gotri 
390 021 





Gu 
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Address: Vathidath (H), 
Mathilakam PO, Puthiyakavi 
Trissur, Kerala - 680 685 

Hobbies : Watching TV, listening 
to music, reading Potter stories, mak 
riends 





Name : K. 
Age: 14 
Address ; Kandarappassery 

House, Surthy Nivas, Chittattue 

Kara PO, Trissur, Kerala - 680 S11 
Hobbies : Dancing, listenin 

music, playing basket ball, and 

cricket. 





‘uthy 








Vame : A.Sindhu 
ges 17 








Address : 24/15, Kandar Hostel 
Road, Gandhi Nagar, Namakkal - 
637 001 

Hobbies ; Playit 
ing to music, surf 






shuttle, listen- 





he net, chat- 





ting with friends, 


Name 
ges 14 
Address: S/o Sona Ullah 
Changer, Hyder Colony, Arampora, 


Tahir Ahamed Changa 


Sopore, Baramullah Dt,, Jammu and 
Kashmir - 193 201 

Hobbies 
denin; 


Playing cricket, gar- 
reading books, playing com- 





puter games. 
Name 

Pr 

Age: 10 

Address : Flat No.502B, Meher 

Priya, Bagya Nagar, Opp. KPHB. 


W Sreeram Moram 








Kukatpally, Hyderabad - 500 072 
Hobbies 


Nature watching, 





stamp collecting, chatting, reading 
karate and dancing. 

Name : K.Adhirai 

Age : 13 

Address: No.2, TNR 


Complex, Chinnadan Koil Road, 
Karur - 639 002. 

Hobbies : Watching TN., paint- 
ing, playing with friends, solving 
puzzles, dancing 
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W hy the television can be a 
friend or a foe depends on 
how you use 
Was there a day 
without TV? 

Yes, of course there was. It was 
a time when children played out- 
doors with friends or by themselves, 
had plenty of fresh air to breathe and 
space to play in as well. There were 
free spaces, not necessarily play 
grounds because there were less of 
people living everywhere, be they 
cities, towns or villages. 

So there WAS a time when there 
was no television, and 























when it did make an 
appearance, it was as 
a black & white tele- 
vision showing a wide 
range of programmes, from nat 
to agricultural, to films, to educa- 
tional, cultural and food. This wide 
range of programming in our coun- 
try was aired through a sin; 
ing channel called Doordarshan, and 
each programme would be aired for 








le exist- 











a span of about half an hour. For 
example, the film programme that 
showed song and dance sequences 
would show for half an hour, after 
which there would be an agricultural 
programme for farmers for the next 
half hour, followed by a cultural 
programme, etc. 

This meant that even 











if kids wanted to watch television to 
the exclusion of anything else, they 
would be watching random stuff like 
how to improve irrigational methods 
‘or what's new in the world of Kathak 
or Oddissi! Which once again 
int, that once children watched 
the half an hour programme meznt 
wrthem, they just had to let the tele~ 
vision go and amuse themselves in 











some other way 


TV, TV everywhere! 
‘Today, the television is there, ev- 


erywhere! Even the comer bunk 
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shop selling soft drinks and snacks 
has a little portable television where 
the owner can watch his favourite 
programmes while he attends to his 
customers. And of course, every 
home in our neighbourhoods has at 
least one television, if not two or 
more, depending on how many 
members in the family there are. All 
of us know that if the family is large 
and they can afford it, parents have 
a separate television, children have 





their own and so do the grandpar 


ents, Do we 





L enough of televi 
sion? 


Work for You 


Too much, will surely be the con 
sensus. It's too hot to play outside 
let's watch TV. The computer 
has been played to death with ~ go 
watch TV, Mother says, “Re 
book.” You say, “No! [ will watch TV! 

The television in short, t 











placed every other amusement in our 
lives with ease. It shows films. 





game 
shows, serials (continuously and 
endlessly, of course), cartoons and 
Actually, give m 
food and give me television, and I 
will need nothi Am I right 





so much more. Xe 








oe 


Television is useful 

The television is of course, 
very useful too! for information, En- 
tertainment notwithstanding, we get 
news from TV, Programmes on Na- 
tional Geographi 
reel and the like keep us informed and 
News 
ammes help you keep abreast 





Discovery Chan- 


entertained as well 


pr 





of what is happening around you as 





well, And in today’s 
wired world, itis impor- 
tant to keep abreust. 


How do | make 
the televisit 
for me? 

Now this is the mil- 
lion dollar question as the phrase 
goes. Itis the easiest for each of us 
tocomfortably lounge in front of the 
television, endlessly surfing the mul- 
liple channels, hopping onto some- 
thing more interesting when a 
programme ceases to be fun 

Helping you make the decision to 
curtail your TV time so that you get 
time for other things that you would 












Fill your schedule with 


a basekt of varied 
programmes, 
not just one kind. 
































WWCocer Story 


like to do are some 
quick tips that I have 
given below: 

1 Make a TV 
watching time-table. 1 
am not saying rigidly 
follow this, but make it 
a habit to keep to the 
schedule, 

2, Make your TV time-table d. 
pending on the programmes you en 





joy watching the most, Iam sure 
there are plenty of programmes that 
you are watching now that you se: 
cretly think are silly or that you don 
enjoy that much, but you wateh them. 
simply because you have got ino 
that habit. Take them off your TV 
watching schedule 

3. Fill yourschedule with a bas- 
ket of varied programmes, not just 
one kind, For instance, you could 
have a cartoon programme, a serie, 
a Discovery Channel programme, eic 
— so that you make the television an 
‘Intelligent Box’ and not an “Idiot 
Box’ 

4. For the above, you need 10 
make certain enlightened decisions. 
For that, you need to cut out 
programme listings from your 
favourite newspaper and then pick 
and choose from there 








Make television work for you. 
Don’ tallow itto make you its slave! 








T had written my science exam 
very well and came out from school 
happily. As I waited at the bus stop, 
‘a bus came by, but did not stop! The 
bus was not overloaded, but empty! 
The conductor gestured through the 
window to indicate that it would not 
stop anywhere. 

Several buses went by without 
stopping and I realized that it was a 
sudden ‘bus strike’. I tried to stop an 






44. auto and take a ride 
home. Again, the 





autos would not 
stop! I then went to the State Library 
which was near the bus stand. An 
aunty I knew well worked there. | 
requested her to allow me to use her 
mobile phone and called my father 
to come and take me home. 

It was a special day for me 
because, I learnt that presence of 
mind is important during times of 
crisis or emergen 

- Sarbani Chakraborty, 
K.V.No. 1, Port Blair 
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Presence of 


Home Sick! 


T joined Sainik School when 1 
tured eleven. On the opening day, 
my parents left me at the hostel and 
went away. I was very home sick and 
began tocry, Soon, I found a number 
of my hostel mates gathering around 
me, They started joking and making 
friendly conversation. Gradually, 1 
found myself smiling and enjoying 
their company. 

Though I still miss my parents 
now and then, I have stopped feeling 
home sick and it is definitely my 
friends who have helped me to settle 




















down in Sainik School. 
- V. Yeshwant, 4599, Pallavan 
House, Sainik School, 
Korukonda 








A 


Sticky Situation! 
Daring the Christmas hols, we 
went to Sri Lanka for a ‘Ramayana 
Trip’. Most travel within Sri Lanka 
was by a Toyota van, On our way to 
the Ravana Caves, this van got stuck 








in clayey soil, on a steep slope! On 
one side was the mountain wall and 
on the other a sheer drop down a 
cliff! Our vehicle began to skid 
backwards towards the cliff and we 
together pushed it up and propped it 
with stones under the wheels. After 
much heaving and raising of the 
engine, the van slowly started 
inching forward and we heaved a 
sigh of relief. It was due to God's 
Grace that we got out of the sticky 
situation in a lonely forest area! 
~ Naresh Rengaswamy, Std. 
M.CTM. School, Chenn: 





Flood Fury! 
When I was a kid of about four 
years, I often heard about or saw on 
TV the havoc caused by floods. 


Panic, air dropping of food packets, 
people marooned and other problems 
did not seem painful or dangerous 
to me at that age and I used to long 
to experience such a situation 
myself. This wish of a under 
developed mind came true on 18" 
September 2006, when I was six 
years old, Three days of continuous 
rain made way to terrible flood but 
the rains did not keep us from going 
to school. When we were in class, 
at our lessons, suddenly the silence 
of the school was cracked by the 
loudspeakers announcing from vans 
and jeeps that the dam was going to 
be opened. We were being asked to 
evacuate! Even as our teachers 
herded us out to the verandah, we 
could see water filling up the school 
and no part of the floor was visible. 
If the rain did not stop in the next 
half an hour, the dam would be 
opened, they said. For the first ime, 
I felt helpless and scared. Children 
were herded into trucks and sent 
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back home. We prayed hard. Exactly 
twenty minutes after, the rain started 
to slow down and taper off. Thank 
God! The dam was not opened and 
\we continued to stay in our homes. 
But I did not dare to step out for the 
next two day: 
~ Anish Antony, Std.V1, 

K.V,, Dhrangadhra, 

Gujarat 








Careless with Crackers! 

Daring Diwali, 1 went to stay 
my cousin's house and we were 
bursting roll caps. Before retiring to 
watch TY, we put all the remaining 
caps ina heap. While we watched 
TV, we could smell smoke. Soon it 
was followed by the sound of eaps 
bursting, We rushed out and to our 








horror, found that the heap of caps 
that we had left on the verandah was 
on fire! I rushed to get water and my 
cousin tried to put out the flames 
with the help of a thick cardboard. 
Soon we had the fire out but also 
realized that it is dangerous to be 
careless with crackers. A small spark 
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that we had left behind when we 

burst the last cap roll, must have set 
fire to the heap. 

- Poornima Raj, 

SUd.VII, PS.B.BSSS, 

Chennai 








apartment, 575 
families join to- 
gether to cele- 
brate Dusserah 
On all nine 
days, we have 
two hours of cel- 
ebration in the 
evenings. There 
isatalent display competition which 
showeases humour, dance, drama, 
recitation, rangoli and mehendi, 
‘There is also a proper pooja conduct 
ed for Devi . Food stalls, game stalls 
and little shops add spice to the cel- 
ebrations. The South Indian residents 
display dolls in step arrangements 
and offer delicious sundil to the vis 
itors. On the last two days we have a 
gala Garba and Dandia session, I feel 
lucky to grow up in this apartment 
Where I learn that there can be unity 
in diversity 
- Suklesh $.Rao, Std.V, 
Ryan International School, 
Bengalooru, 









Bangalore Royal Challengers 
a's UB group has 
bought the Bangalore team for 
$111.6 million for a period of ten 
ars (All t ‘bought’ on 
act for a period of ten years). 





ams are 











in Pietersen is the captain of 








Bangalore Roy 
Challengers team 
Ray Jennings is the 





coach for this team 


King’s XI Punjab 

The Mohali team is owned by 
Bollywood Diva Preity Zinta and 
her industrialist friend Ness 
Wadia, Karan Paul and Mohit 
Burman —also industrialists — have 
a stake in this team They have 
together paid $76 million to “own 
this team fora ten year period. “The 
Smasher” Yuvraj Singh is the 
captain of King’s XI Punjab, And 
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Australia’s Tom Moody, the coach... 


Chennai Super Kings 
India Cements has paid $91 
million forthe Chennai team, which 
it will hold forten years, India’s ODI 
and’T20 skipper and “India’s Heart- 
throb” Mahendra Singh Dhoni is 
Coach: former South 








the ¢ 
Afric 





captain Stephen Flemi 





Kolkata Knight Riders 







King Khan, 

P Ls 

if i 4, the Bollywood 

by Actor Shah 
2/4 ww Khan, 





4p Actress Juhi 

















Chawla and her husband Jay Mehta 
own the Kolkata team. They 
ought’ it for $75.09 million for i 
10 year period. “Dada” Sourav 
Ganguly is the captain and John 
Buchanan the coach. 











Deccan Chargers 


The Hyderabad team has been 








bought by Deccan Chroni 
Media House for $107 
Team India’s Test Player Adam 





christ is the captain of Deccan 
Chargers team. Darren Lehmann 
is the coach of this team 





Mumbai Indians 
The owner of Mumbai team is 
Mukesh Ambani’s Rel 
Industries Ltd. They own it for 
11.9 million for a period of 10 
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s. “The Master Blaster” 
Sachin Tendulkar is the captain 0 
Mumb: 





Former Tean 











India Man +r, Shaun Pollock is the 
Delhi Daredevils 
Owned by GMR Holdings, the 


Delhi Daredevils have all rounder 
Virender Sehwag for the cuptair 





alia’s Greg SI 





pperd as 


. The team cost 





GMR Holdings $84 million! 


Rajasthan Royals 
UK based 
pur team for 
The captain and the 
coach for this team is none other than 
the former Australian Spin Bowler 
Shane Warne. Rajasthan Royals 
the winners of the IPL Cup held 
the year 2008. 
- P. Nishanth, Std.X, Kendriya 
Vidyalaya, Gill Na; 


ion. 








, Chennai 
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Hullo there! 
Gokulam invites you to Aprize of Rs.100 cach awaits 
nominate the IPL hero. Your the ten best entries. 
nomination need not tally with 
that of the experts or critics, but 
you should be able to justify your 
choice within the space given 
below. Use a ball point pen to 
write your short appreciation and 
send in by 5" June 2009 to: 
IPL Competition, Gokulam, 
47, Jawaharlal Nehru Road, 
Chennai -600 032. 


Crown 


Wish you all a merry cricket s 







T nominate... 


the IPL hero, because. 











R, SHIVA DHARSHINI, 
Std. tl, 

BHEL Matric Hr‘Sec. School, 
Trichy 






SANKALP HARIKRISHNAN, 
UKG, 


Sindhi School, Bengalooru. 










his is a superb magazine. I 
started reading it when I was in 
the third and am still keenly 
following it. Today's teen mags just 
tell us how (0 look glamorous and 
chic but Gokulam is different and so 
refreshing. Please bring back Harry 
Potter. Can you publish a poster of 
Michael Jackson? I am his fan, 

- Ch.Rabul, Std.V 
in Memorial School, 
Chennai 


























Gokulamis 
a stupendous 
magazine 
Harry Potter 
makes it 
electrifying 
and — spell 
binding 


was really rocking. I have now 

started sending my drawings to 

Gokulam, Can I also send in my 

poems 

- N.Mohanpriya, Std VIII, 

Cluny M.HLS.S., Salem 

Dear Mohanapriya and other 
children, 

all 


contributions, writing 


You may send your 
poems and 
jokes but with complete details of 


your name, address, class and school 


ANIDYASIRIINIGS) 


Thanks for the Potter poster. Please 
publish posters of the other H: 

Potter series characters too. 
- Utpanna Hota, Std.VII1, 
D.A.V. Public School, 
Bhubaneshwar 








Tam a regular reader of Gokulam 
and want to thank the editor for 
making it an encyclopedia of 
knowledge. The April cover story 
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on cach of them separately, 
Contributions may also be sent by 
email 10 gokulam@kalkiweekly.com 
except when coupons are provided 
and entries are sought to be posted. 

Editor 


Th the March issue, 1 found that 
the sports page had many names 
The title rs, 
beautiful Fight was not quite 








wrongly spelt 


ry -¢ b. @ 8 Ee: 22: I 


appropriate. How can a fight be 
termed as beautiful? ‘Federer's 
Tough Fight’ would have been a 
better title 
- Vineet Adishankar, Std.VI, 
Chinmaya Vidyalaya, 
Hyderabad 
Thank you for bringing this to our 
notice Vineet, we will be more careful 
with spelling in the forthcoming 
issues. 





Editor 


Over the years, Gokulam has 
become my bestfriend. I don’t miss 
even a single issue. 

= Surya Pranesh, Std,VI, Shri 
Nehru Vidyalaya School, 
Coimbatore 





Thankyou for Gokulam, it is 


amazing, 


~ Arun, Std.¥, 
Poorna Learning Centre, 
Bengalooru 


T don’t just like Gokulam,: Hove 
it! But I am not getting my 
participation certificates and my 
prize money on time. 

- Vishistha Upul, Std.VI, D.A.V. 
Public School, Ranchi 


Dear Vishistha, 

You are one of the many children 
to whom the certificates and prize 
money we send, do not reach! It is 
sad, but we try 10 replace copies 
and resend money orders that 
come back to us. Please do keep 
contributing. 

Editor 


My favourites are Billu, picture 
stories and all the riddles. 
Can you please publish 
crossword puzzles? 
+ Ranjitha 
R.Prabhu, 
Std.X, Summer 
Fields School, 
Haryana 
















Tam a student of 


class X1 and want to know if we 
seniors too can write for Gokulam. 1 
don’t want to miss the opportunity 
of doing so, 
- Shakuntala Madar, Std.X1, 
Deepvihar HSS, Vasco, Goa 


Sure, Shakuntala, Senior students 
100 can write to and for Gokulam. 
Deserving contributions will be 


published. Editor 





, 


is the 4" letter of the alphabet. 
Similarly, number the other 
alphabets below and add up their 
total. You will arrive atthe top score 
for good conduct: 
D- 4 
T 
s- 
c- 
1 
p- 
im 
t= 
N- 
E- 


Total 
- M.Vaishnavi, Std.VI, 
V.S.K.D, MHSS, Sivakasi 


001: aamsuy 


Magic Number! 

AB is a unique and interesting 
two-digit number. If you multiply 
itby any digit from 1 to9, you get a 
number whose last two digits are 
consecutive, Can you identify the 
number? 

- G.Lalith, Std.VIII, PACM 
Higher Secondary School, 
Rajapalayam 














clues begin with ‘c’, 


1. An indoor game - - -- - 
2. There is no party without this : 


3. A geometrical shape - - - - -- 
4. A religious 
song associated with 
Christmas -- - -- 
5. A device for 
taking photo- 


graphs - 


6.A green I 


fy vegetable - 


7. A desent plant - = ---- 

8. A person who makes us laugh 

9. An instrument that indicates the 
time - 


10. A main division of a book - - 








- Mira Sankar, Std.¥, Indian 
School Sohar, 
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“C” For Yourself! 
All the answers to the following 


szardey9 ‘01 P9106 
unol°s smorg "d 
aBeqqry 9 wsouie °¢ 
owe) “p 3]utg "€ 
24tQ 7 wou *] 
ssuamsuy 
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‘GO’ Ahead! 8. Flour or starchy granules 
Allthe boxes in the puzzle below, obtained from a palm (4) 3 
chd with “GO”, Solve it with the _9.Agame in which players mask 







































































help of the clues. off randomly, numbers on cards (5) 
1. Feeling of giddiness (7) 10. Come before in place or time 
2. A dark blue colour or dye (6) (6) 

3. Goods carried on a ship or _II. Pain in the lower back (7) 
aircraft (5) alo 
4, A design or symbol chosen to ale 

identify a product (4) 

5. Before the present (used with Bie 
slo 
slo 
D a 
| lAF INGe Cele 
A slo 

a measurement of time) (3) ails 
6. Move to or from a place (2) 

7.A person's sense of self-esteem slo i 
Gia 





Lokeshwar, Std. VII, 


Petit Seminaire Higher 
Secondary School, 
Puducherry 


o8equin] 11 
ofu0yo1 BUI “6 
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eres readers share 
some simple recipes 

which you can try out 
without bothering your 
parents too much! 


Biscuit Chat 
You need : 
Salted biscuits ~ 1 packet 
One small tomato (chopped) 
One small onion (chopped) 
Tomato sauce 
Grated cheese 







Method : 

Arrange the biscuits on a tray 
Spread some tomato sauce over each 
of them. Mix up the chopped onions 
and tomatoes with a pinch of salt and 
pepper and place a small mound of 
the mix over each biscuit. Now strew 
the grated cheese over the whole 
thing. A mouth watering, simple 
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snack - ready in minutes! 
(Source : Mother) 
- Darshana N. Dawda, Std.X1, 
Mulund College of Commerce, 
‘Thane 


The Original Red Indian 
Recipe for Pop Corn! 


A\llthis requires is dried com tha 
is sold in the grocery stores, some 
oil and a blob of butter., Take abou’ 
three handfuls of this corn (enough 
for three hungry kids to snack on), 
In a tall pressure cooker, pour 3 
spoons of oil and place on low heat. 
When oil is heated, melt the butter 
into it, Add a large pinch of salt and 
a small pinch of chilly or peppe: 
powder to this. Now, put the dried 


Fowmllnose Hungry 


com into the cooker and cover it with 
the lid. Leave a small gap for air to 
pass; don’t close tight. Within 
minutes, the corm will begin to pop. 
Take a peek and put the lid back, and 
keep it on till the entire com pops. 
You will have acookerful of fragrant, 
home - made pop com! 
-Amulya Amar, 
Std.IX, Carmel School, 
Bengalooru 
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Delicious Dip Fruit Salad 
You need : (Easy Method) 
Curd —1 cup 
Chat masala - ‘You need : 
‘one teaspoon Apple - 1 
Cooking oil - Bananas —4 
one tablespoon —_Pappaya —¥4 
Carrot - 1 Dates —6 
Capsicum ~ 1 Honey —two teaspoons 
Salted biscuits ~ 1 packet Ice cream - optional - 2 cups 


Method : Wash, peel and grate 
carrot. Chop capsicum fine. Mix Method : 
both vegetables together and sauté Wash and pee! apple and papaya 
in the oil, keeping flame low. Add 
the salt and the chat masala and 
remove from flame. Allow the 
mixture to cool. Now add the curd 
to it and mix well. Scoop out this 


Afternoons 


‘pachadi’ into a cup and dip a salt 
biscuit into it and pop it into your : 
mouth. It tastes delicious). —=«=«aNd cube them. Slice the ripe 
bananas into the cubes. Remove 
Chandrika _8¢&ds from dates and chop them up. 
Mohan, «the chopped dates and honey to 
Std.111, the fruit mixture. Toss or mix gently 
DA.VGirls\ With a Wooden spoon and garnish 
with cashew nuts, Could be eaten 
With ice cream if preferred, 
- Mira Shankar, Std.V, 
Chennai Indian School, 
Muscat 
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I want to 
teach that Effendi 2— 


do as | say and 
Iwill give you a gold, 


becomes of him 
|__tomoro 


He is fast 
asleep! ), least 'l be able to sleep 
we, é ina shed from now - a 












Effendi began searching for his | 
okay = 









I suspect itis 
Dhoka Shah who 
stole your donkey! 





Dhoka will 
pay for this! 








Wicked wicked i 
Dhoka Shah... Honest 






|_ Effendi’s donkey tried to sing- 
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Though | got my donkey : 
back, Dhoka hasn't learnt his Big thief Dhoka Shah. 
stealing donkeys in tho| 
y night. Dhoka fooled by 
A) Effendi Ha.. Ha“) 


Boware of 
Dhoka Shah, 





Effendi divided the gold coins with the 
peo| ined him-__ 


Now you needn't 
sing that song! 

Ws WA. | 
Jess 
















Effendi, please 
don't blacken my name. 
I'l give you 10 gold 





fibme=vbel) 


ATTENTION! ATT 





Most of you have been send- 
ing us jokes, facts and snippets 
gathered from the internet or 
GK. books, Do show us how 
original you can be. Write your 
thoughts and ideas on various 
issues. Report funny happenings 
at school or home. Do make sure 
that you put down your name, 
age, class, school name and 
residential address individually on 
each and every contribution 
that you send to Gokulam. 

+ The best ones will be 
published and a participation 
certificate will be sent to the 
contributor. 


% Please preserve your 


participation certificates. In case 
you don't receive the certifi- 
cates which are mailed to you 
by Gokulam, keep a xerox copy 
of your contribution in your 
collection. The contributor who 
collects the most number of 
certificates will win a prize. 


* All competition entries 
should reach us before the last 
date mentioned. 


+ Entries to Birthday Bash 
‘column should reach us along 
with the appropriate message and 
photographs two months before 













the birthday. 


‘* Do be original in your con- 
tributions and creations. f you 
have based your writing on a 
source, be sure to acknowledge 
it and name it and... 


NEVER EVER COPY! 
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in. GOKULESWARAN 


Chettinad R. 


MONA LISA 
A, NITHEESH 


Std.VI, 
St.V, /Z_Si Mary's School, Odisha. 
Master Minds School, Chittoor. =) 

















S. POOJA 


Std.Vil, 
R.C. Fatima Matric, School, 


i 
a 
} 
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ummy!" Arun shouted in a 
loud voic 





ranny keeps 
calling me, Lam really irritated”. His 
mother got angry on hearing this. She 
said to Arun “Look this is not the 
Way to speak about elders. I have 
told you many times that, she has 
come to stay with us for a short time 
and you must be patient with her and 
try to please her now and then. 
Arun got really perturbed, He 
was the only child and was quite 
a pampered brat... His grand. 
mother had suddenly walked into 
his home one day and started stay 
ing with them, He felt as if he had 
lost a lot of comforts because of 





her arrival 
un usually Woke up at 7,00 a.m 
and during weekends, his day started 
only at 10,00 a.m. But now his 
Granny woke him up at 5.30 a.m! 
And to add to his woes, she asked 
him to bathe quickly and get ready 











i 


for the puja! He even had to 
recite some slokas! Grandma was 

particular that he must get them by 
heart quickly. She also kept telling 
Arun to play outdoor games and not 
to watch television, especially vi 
lent programmes She simply turned 
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off the TV when he ate his meals and 
held the ‘remote’ in a tight clutch! 
After dinner, Arun would sit at the 
computer and play games to his 
heart's content. But not any move. 


EY U8 4 Zeal Life Story O 


Grandma would bring Dad in and 
insist that he asked Arun to go to bed. 





She would st by his bedside and tell 
him some tales from the Ramayana 
ot Mahabarath 


But worst of all, Grandma ob- 
jected strongly to Arun’s pizza 


binges! He loved pizza; but she 
\wanted him to eat fruits for evening 
tiffin! She also insisted that he fin- 
ish eating the vegetables served on 
his plate for dinner! She cooked spin- 
ach almost everyday and watched 
over till Arun ate it! 





Arun got very annoyed with all 
these disciplining activities and one 
day he just started yelling at 
Grandma. His father, who happened 
to hear him, gave Arun a sound 
smack! This only made Arun wait 
for the day when Grandma would 
leave their house. 











Tn the meanwhile, Arun’s school 
arranged a field trip. The plans in- 
cluded a visit toan old age home and 
an aquarium. They went to the 
aquarium first and enjoyed the first 
half of the day: After a hearty lunch, 
Mr. Varun, their teacher who accom- 
panied them, explained about the 
Old Age Home they were to visit. 
‘The inmates of the home were lonely 
and poor, he said. The school had 
bought a basket of fruits for the in- 
mates and the children would have 
to distribute them. Mr.Varun also 
reminded the students to be very 
polite to the grandmas and grandpas 
they would see. 








Ass soon as they reached the Old 
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Age Home, the students entered in- 
side and started chatting with the 
inmates, Arun went up to an old lady 
and said, “hullo.” The frail lady was 
very happy to see Arun and told him 
that he reminded her of her own 
grandson, She also told him that her 
son and his family did 
not love her and con- 
sidered her as a bur- 
den, Arun felt quite 









uncomfortable and @=—)") 
did not know what to 

say or do, But the old lady was just 
too happy to have found a patient lis- 
tener and went on to speak about 
how lonely she felt. Arun felt sorry 
for her and held her hand, saying, 
“don’t worry grandma, we'll come 
and see you now and then” The old 
lady was overwhelmed and tears 
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started coursing down her wrinkled 
cheeks! She said, “Though my son 
does not care for me, I will always 
love him, Some day he will under- 
stand my true love.” 

He spent a lot of time talking to 
the old lady about his schoo! and his 
friends. It was time to leave. 
Mr. Varun, their teacher called all the 
students. Just then, the old lady 
fished out a cloth bag. “Here is 
some money I saved, weav- 
ing baskets now and then for 
the store near by" she said, 
and emptied out the change 
into Arun’s palm, “Go and 
buy some chocolates for 
yourself and your friends.” 

Arun was really moved. 
He realized how much an 
old person needed young 
company. He was proud of 
his parents too! They took 
good care of their parents! 
And how fortunate he was. 
* to have a grandmother at 
home, hovering around him 
and caring for him! 


(Uf you have grandparents at 

home, make them happy: Understand 

that they need someone to talk (0. 

Lend them a patient ear and make 
sure you eat your vegetables!) 

- P, Sushma, 

Dolphin Public School, 

Madurai 


Zeso-ln = 19 
You won'thave to labourat this month's 

zero-in! It's fairly simple, Write down the 

answers to the clues placing one letter in 

each box below it, Now rearrange the circled 

letters to find the answer to the final clue. 

1. The headquarters of the International Labour 
Organization is situated here. 


2. ANCIS AN ssn OF a busy Worker 
3. The all-rounder from Haryana who toiled to make India's 
India's World Cup dream come true! 


OUT 


first day of May this year falls on this day. 


EEC 


The ‘pump’ in our body which works to keeps us alive! 


ioe 



























































Answer : 
‘A champion of the working class whose ideal was to have a 
classless society. 















































Fill 
in the form 
on the 
teverse 
of this page 
and send 
your entries to 
Gokulam 
before 
25.05.09 





-GS.S 
















1. GANT ATM R/Z|A 


2 [INDIR 



























Congratulations! Here are the 


3. (GOLIDIAIMETIIR 
winners of Zero-in-8 (March 2009) anal 


Jand 4, TK) URIATNIB(E)O| 
the solutions as well. The results of Zero 
In-9will be published in the June 2009. {WE I|NIN| IIE 


issue. _ «6. (ALI/S|HIWIATRIVIAIRIA 























1, Fathima Ridha, Std.IX, 
‘Touheed English Medium School,  APSWeF? ~ 
Gangolli, Udupi Dt., Karnataka == WOMEN'S DAY 

2, Visaka Muralidaran, Std.VII1, 
DAY School, Chennai Kendriya Vidyalaya No.1, 

3. Preeti Wilson, Std.IX, BSP Kalpakkam. 

Senior Secondary School, Sector-4, 5. Rohan Singh Jain, Std.Vi, 
Bhi DAV Public School, Velachery, 
4. S.Kirubhalani, Std.VI, Chennai. 


ZERO-IN - 10 E 


Name : (Mr/Ms) 
Age 
School 
“Residential Address ¢ so... 















































Signature : 








* Local address is a must for overseas entries. 
The Editor, Gokulam, Kalki Buildings, 
47-NP, Jawaharlal Nehru Road, Ekkaduthangal, Chennai - 600 032. 
© Strictly for schoot going children @ Five lucky winners will get a cish 
award of Rs.50/- each. They will be decided by a draw of lots from out of the all 
correct entries. @ Entries with completed grid on the reverse accepted on this 
form only @ No xerox copies. 


Last Date : 25. 
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Alliances broke up and regrouped 
to form new alliances in view of the Lok 
Sabha elections. However, the B.J.P. 
and the Congress with their allies are 
the major contenders, A third front has 
also been formed 
with the commu- 
nists at the helm. 
Itis generally felt 
that the third front 
will only help to 
divide the secular 
voles, causing un 
certainty at the 
end of elections. 


The Chief 
Justice of Paki- 
stan, Chaudhary, 
who was thrown out by 
Musharraf is now back at his post. What 
should have happened naturally when 
democracy was restored in Pa 
kistan, was delayed since the 
present President of Pakistan, 
Zardari was against the restora 
tion of Chaudhary, He relented 
only afterthe opposition by Nawaz 
Sharif and his party along with the 
agitation by lawyers, took a very se- 
rious turn, 





Varun Gandhi, son of Mancka 
Gandhi was arrested under the National 
Security Act (N.S.A) for his inflamma 
tory election speech, which could have 





+ Inflammatory 


resulted in communal clashes. 
The election commission took 
serious objection to his speech. 
The E.C warned 


has also 


Mulayam Singh Yaday and Lalu 








* Victory after 41 
years. 


ey > b> ll Giles Discs 


Prasad Yadav for theirobjection- community agi 
able behaviour during the elec- tated against their * Intolerant Shiv Sena 
tion campaign: nomination and 


“Root out Al-Que when the agitation 
Obama appealing tothe govern-  ‘oKsserious tum, 
ment in Pakistan, But either the "°C 
leaders of Pakistan are unable to 
do so or they are playing a 
double game. Al- Qaeda seems 
to be flourishing there, In addi. ©*”idates lis. 
tion, Taliban forces squeezed out 





said 








ess party 
yielded and 
dropped both of 





them from their 





Lawyer Anjali Waghmare was ap- 
of Afghanistan, have slowly but pointed by the court to defend Kasab, the 
steadily moved from the Afghan only surviour among terrorists who at- 
~ Pak border and are now well tucked Mumbai on 26" November 2098. 
spreadin many areas of Pakistan, Jyst 
The Taliban is a fierce and fun- 
damentalist force and the danger 
tolndiacannot be underestimated. 








requires that if an accused is un- 
able to procure a lawyer, the court should 
‘appoint one to defend him, But Shiv Sena 
activists would not agree to even this 
The Congress party nomi- fundamental right! They agitated against 
nated Jagadish Tytler and Sajjan Anjali for consenting to defend Kasab! 
Kumar as the party's candidates Such intolerance is most regrettable to 
for Lok Sabha elections, Both Say the least. Anjali was later found un- 
are implicated in the anti-sikh Suitable and was replaced ny $.G, Abbas 
riots which broke out after Indira Kazmi 
Gandhi's assassination, The Sikh 








‘The LPL. 20-20 matches have been 
shifted to South Africa! The organizers 
were unwilling to wait till the Lok Sabha 
elections were over, so that the players 





z could be provided proper security 
A Cricket is more important to their minds 
6 than even democracy! Meanwhile, India 
Sc Went on to win the Test series against 
a New-Zealand 1-0, This is the first test 
‘ series win by India in New Zealand in 
4 years! e 














PLE Oi) Wake «Young f 


‘You need : out the sheet and you will find a 
Crepe paper sheets pattern. 

A pair of scissors Fold another sheet of crepe 
Glue paper of the same size, but different 





colour and work similarly on it 
Glue together both the sheets of 
paper but only at the corners, 
zzcn Now, if you draw out the centres 
of the two sheets, you will get an 
attractive paper chain, You can 
make and link dozens of such paper 
chains and hang them up as 


oon? 


=: 
SM 1 festoons for a birthday 
party or Dusserah or 




















Christmas. 


\\ - GNandhan, Std.IX, 
L£ Wey Adarsh Vidya Kendra, 
Nagercoil 
Method = @ = xr 


Take a sheet of crepe ) _2- 


paper of 22 into 22 
centimetres size. Fold it 
diagonally to get a triangle. Fold 
this triangle over once more. ® 

Make altemate cuts from [7 )] 
the left and the right sides 
of the triangle in such a way 
that no single cut reaches 
the other side. Now open 
































Avinay Sharma was a normal 
twelve year old with an abnormal 
passion for outer space. He was also 
fond of racing, and wished to be a 
good racer too. One morning, as he 
took a shortcut to the browsing cen- 
tre, he heard a peculiar sound. He 
suddenly disappeared! For a few 
seconds, he felt a whirlwind in his 
head and then found himself reap- 
pearing from inside a hole that car- 
ried him upwards at a tremendous 
speed. He landed on strange terri- 
tory where he heard many voices 
that rustled like wind and scraped 
like sandpaper. 

“There will be only one 
Earthman in this year's race and that 
person will be Avinay Sharma from 
Delhi. He is the first one chosen 
from India,” 





Mr-Teet Jozzer, said to his Com- 
mander-in-Chief. Teet Jozzer was 
a Zhinxs of Planet Tovker, to 
which Avinav had been ‘exported’! 
The Zhinxs are the most intelligent 
life form that ever evolved in the 
Virgo Super cluster of galaxies. 
They are also the most prominent 





pioneers for the ‘Mega Inter- 
Galetic Race (MIGR)’. 

Avi felt unusual, and from no- 
where he heard “Hope you are fine! 

“Yes, But where am 1?” Avi 
asked, with his eyes still closed. It 
\was Cricia, the daughter of Mr, Teet 
Jozzer and the Manager of the race. 
She said, “You are in the Zhinxs 
Passenger Spacecraft and are b= 
ing taken to our Home Planet 
Tovker. You will be provided with 
suitable food at the Tovker Space 
Port.” 

Avi managed to open his eyes.He 
looked to his left and saw the most 
grotesque creature, ever! “I am a 
Zhinxs, Earthman, Don't 
worry,” it said, 














Avi could not believe it.He could 
see a number of beings from other 
planets around him and they all 
looked scared and lost!, He then de- 
cided to ask Cricia, “What is the race 
you are talking about” 

“It is The Mega Inter-Galactic 
Race,” she replied, “and you are cho- 
sen as a participant for it. You will 
get the necessary information at the 


HE Se Od 


Tovker Port.” 

At Tovker Port, Mr-Teet Jozzer, 
inhis speech said, “I welcome all our 
chosen participants for this year. This 
is the greatest race in the Galactic 
history and itis ourprivilege that you 
are all here. We will provide you 
with all the food and accommoda- 
tion, I hope you will like our ser- 
vice, You have all been picked up 
from your planets through worm: 
holes. The race will be inaugu- 
rated the day after tomorrow. The 
Racer Space Crafts will be deliv 
ered to you this evening and you 





can familiarize yourself with the con- 
trols.” 

“The first race will start from here 
and will end in the Third Planet of 
Alfa Centauri, a distance of 3,785 
light years. You will win prize 
money according to your positions. 
The second race will leave us with 
six hundred racers, who will be the 
quarterfinalists. ‘The semifinalists 
will play the Great Finals and the 
race will start on Planet Darwin IV, 
and will go around the Orion 








Nebula, towards the Horse Head 
Nebula and will end in the very 
heart of the Large Megalanic 
Cloud. The best racer will be 
awarded an exclusive Star Racer 














12+ - the fastest Sp 
Craft ever built.” 






‘Wow! Itis so easy to control 
and so fast,’ thought Avi, as he re- 
hearsed on his Racer Space Craft 

“Three times the speed of light 
and that is the minimum speed of 
this racer, It can push on to almost 
25 times, But the Star Racer 12+ 
has a minimum speed of 300 times 
the speed of light”, said Cricia, 








It was the day of the race! “On 
your marks,” vroom! “Get set,” 


vrrrooom!!! “Go!!" The race had 
started, Vogon from Alpha Canis 
Majoris was leading but he seemed 
to have lost control. Ledad of An- 
dromeda Majoris was advancing 
and our Earthman Avinav too, But 
who would get the lead? 

Just then, an announcement 
was heard: 
“Stand by 
Racers. Just 


“Stand by’ 


one light [Racers. Just 
one light 


year to go!” 


With Avinay 

and Ledad sill lead- 

ing, to everybody's sur- 

prise, from nowhere, Dinita 

of Orion VI entered the atmosphere 
and throttled up to overtake both! 

Finally Dinita won!! Avi man- 
aged to secure second position and 
he was overwhelmed with happi- 
ness, He couldn't believe that he had 
‘won the race with participants from 
all over the galaxy! 

“Good Show Avinay,” Mr. Teet 
Jozzer said, Here is your prize 
money, a total of 9,500 Housers (the 
Zhinxs currency) and a complete 
list of the upgrades available. “You 
gave me a tough time Earthman,” 


said Dinita, 


Avinay performed superbly in 
the next two rounds of the race and 
secured first position. 

‘The Great Final Race started with 
aabig bang, The rules were very strict 
this time. Fu from Planet Darwin- 
V was eliminated because he was far 
away from the track. This time again 
Ledad, Avinav, Dinita and Vogon 
were neck to neck, racing towards 
the Megalantic Cloud with stunning 
speed. Ledad was also eliminated 
and now it was between the other 
three racers, The Megalantic Cloud 
was just another light year ahead. 
Vogon completed the race with his 
stunning performance and declared 
the winner of the race. Then joined 
Avi and Dinita too, over 7000 mi es 
and both were declared second po- 
sition winners. Vogon was awarded 
the Star Racer 12+. 

“Avi, you can take part in next 
year's competition also!” said Circia, 
Avinav was already dreaming about 
securing the first position to win a 
Star Racer the next time! He said 
good bye to Cricia, Mr. Teet Jozzer 
and the Zhinxs as he was gently 
thrust out of the wormhole, back into 
Earth and his own home. 


- Akshayarka A. Deka, Std VI, 
Carmel School, Jorhat (Assam) 





Dear Grandma, 

I want to spread the message of 
vegetarianism, banning plastic bags 
and saving trees from being cut 
down, How do I go about it? 

— Nikita 

Dear Nikita, 

I want to spread the message 
among Gokulam readers, including 
you that they should give their full 


residential address Spr 


whenever they write to 







us, E-mail address is not enough. 
Now to answer your question, there 
are already some associations which 
are propagating one or other of 

the messages detailed by you. 
You can becomea member of 
such associations and take ac- 
tive interest in their work. If 
such associations are not 
functioning in your area, 


the Message 


you can cam- 
paign by your- 
self. The easiest 
and effective 

aay of such a 
campaign 
would be to create slogans and pre- 
pare posters, The posters must have 
nice cartoons or illustrations to high- 
light your slogans. Take xerox cop- 


reading 








I) 


x 





ies and distribute to families in your 
street. Gradually extend to other 
streets in your area. Be sure that your 
s oF pictures don't offend the 
sensibilities of any person. A posi- 
live slogan will touch the heart, 
while a negative approach may rub 
the viewer on the wrong side, Good 
luck on your noble endeavour. 
kak 

I feel confused! How can I di- 

vide my time equally between every- 
® 


Til 








pomnond? 


thing I have to do and be efficient? 
—Anoushka Gandhi, Delhi 

Dear Anoushka, 

It is not possible for any person 
to divide his time equally between 
all the things he has to do. No won: 
der you are con: 

fused. If you 
allot a few 
hours for study 
you can allot 
only a few 
minutes to 
viewing TV 
and only a 
few seconds 
for saying 
goodbye as 
you leave for 
school. Your 
Time is a pre- 
cious commod. 
ity. If you don't waste it,and plan 
properly, you will be able to get all 
things done in the time available. 
kkk 

Lam five feet six inches tall. But 
some of my friends are taller than 
me. I feel embarrassed. Please help! 

~Parasar H. Lenka, Mumbai 

Dear Parasar, 

As faras our country is concerned 
your height is average. There is no 
need to feel embarrassed at all. You 
also have two more years to grow 
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taller. Healthy food and regular ex- 
ercise will help you to grow a couple 
of more inches. 

kkk 

My grand parents refuse to 
switch off the TV even during my 
exain time. I find it extremely diffi- 
cult to concentrate on my studies. 
What shall I do? 

~Soubhagya S. Prabhu, 
Kayamkulam 

Dear Soubhagya, 

If you have a room of your own, 1 
don’t see how you can be disturbed. 
However, if your house is small and 
you are in the unfortunate position 
Of having to use the drawing room 
for your studies, then it is time for 
you to explain your difficulty to your 
grand parents and ask them to at least 
reduce the volume so as not to dis- 
turb you. Talk to your parents and 
request them to help you. If this ap- 
peal too fails, the only way out I can 














think is to approach any kind hearted. 
family living in your street and ask 
them to allow you the use of a room 
in their house at least during exam 
period. God Bless You. 

kkk 


code 





I lose my patience often. How 
am I to control myself? 
~ Vishnu Priya, Chennai 
I get angry pretty often. Please 
suggest a way to control it! 
— Nivedita, Chen: 
Dear Vishnu Priya and Nivedita, 
It is not uncommon for 
people to lose their patience —z 
at times, It is good to let off 


steam occasionally, But it —— 


should not become habit. One 
should not get angry over trivial 
matters or when things go wrong 
unintentionally. That is why ~as the 
age old saying goes — you should 
“Count ten whenever you get angry’ 

What it really means is that you 
should think ten times as to whether 





the matter requires an angry r 
and if so to what extent? 
kkk 

My father told my friend, “My 
son has been spoiled because of 
you!” This hurt my friend so much 
that he is no longer my friend. But 
I don’t want to lose his friendship. 
What am I to do? 

TD. Rayon, Trichy 

Dear Rayon, 

You'll have to talk to your Dad 
and find out why he made such a 
rude remark. Find out the reasons 
and try to eliminate them, 

If both of you 
mend your ways 


ction 


















your father, I'm sure, will not object 
to your friendship. On the other hand 
if this has been a misunderstanding 
on the part of your father, it will not 
be difficult for you to clear it. What 





isimportant isto be honest; and out- 
spoken in this case. 

Love, 

Grandmaworm 
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The brand new mobike mocked 
at the old cycle. 


I do feel 
sorry for you. 
Hey, old man! Wonder why 
How are you? Falling to. | Macmillan invented 
pieces, eh? slow-poke like you? 
Look at me Ido my 


inventor proud. { 


You talk too 
much and will suffer 


Hal you are 
jealous of shiny, sloeky me! 
You hate me for my speed. 
Try racing me, you laid back, 
lackadaisical clown 
Cut that out! 
You may be swift and cunning but 


you guzzle up fuel and are accident 
prone. | am safe! 










Of what use 
is that, my big brother? 
You've been left to rust ina 

dusty corner. 


I came into this 
world in, 1839. But you were 
invented only in 1885. | am 
worldly wise and know human 


beings far better 
than you. 






‘Your pride will cause 
your fall, sooner or 


The next morning, the mobike 
was sold and taken away by a 







new owner, 


are up again. | cannot afford 








to use my mobike any more. 
I'll go back to cycling. It will be 


| spoke too soon, 
Wonder how this new owner will 
treat me. Bye bye bicycle. I've 4 





good exercise too. 
learnt the hard way. 































yourself racing through the 
pages, Lend, similarly from 
your library, 

Get your friends together 
to create your own summer 
camps. Singing, dancing, 
painting, enacting a play, 
writing, handicrafts..and 
much more can form 
the activities of 
this ‘home- 
made’ camp, 


Yeah..t 1's summer holiday 
time again! Most of us children 
will be travelling to new places or 
to visit our grandparents and other \ 
relatives, But all these visits will 
not last through the hols and we 
will need to get back home. And, 
of course, there are those of us 
who cannot go on a holiday for 
some reason or other. What do we 
do with our time? “Summer 
Camps”, you might suggest, Most 


of our parents think that 
the camps are too 

Here are some ways to tum 
our holidays into exciting and 
useful fun days: 

Borrow story books from 
friends and promise to return them 
by a particular time, You will find 
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Write letters to your fiends and 
relatives. Make new pen friends 
with the help of Gokulam. 


Make art out of waste. Clean 
out the house and you will run 
into bits and pieces which you can 
work wonders with. A tin can be 
painted to make a flower va 
Old newspaper can be converted 
into carry bags and so on. 

Use your time to study subjects 
like global warming and 
extinction of animals and birds. 


You will become aware 

and conscious of your 
responsibility. 
Use your 
knowledge to 
spread the 


message around 
your neighbourhood through 
creative pamphlets, posters, ete, 
Do some cool things like 
dress or jewellery designing, 
needle work or experimental 
cooking 
And remember to finish 
your holiday home work! 
~ Sheethal Holla, 
Std.VIIL, Jyothy 
Kendriya Vidyalaya, 
Bengalooru 
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Thourschool V.V.SMHSS, we 
have started an e-newspaper called 
‘TVS Edify. This newspaper is man- 
aged and run completely by students 
From selection of material to lay out 
and publishing, all the details are 
looked after by students, We not only 
report the happenings at our school 














but also report and analyze impor- 
tant national, current events, This ¢ 
newspaper has a special column for 
jokes and images. This section is 
very popular. I am very proud to be 
a member of the board of 
editors for this news- 
paper. I thank our 
school for providing 
such an opportunity. 
I got the position be- 
cause of Gokulam. 
-A.Aswin Vayiravan, 
Std.IX, T.V.S.M. 
HSS, Madurai S 
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To Spread the 
Good Word.. 


Our schoo! has a system called 
“Communication Network’ Ourclass 
appoints four students as 
ders of this network and each 
leader has four or five students un- 
der him, Important information 
and communications are made 
through this group leader. 
For example, if a test is 
to be announced, the 
teacher calls all the group 
leaders und tells them the de- 
tails. They in tum communic 











it to the students in their group and 
the network spreads the important 
message without missing out on any 
student, Sometimes, a sudden holi- 
day or closure is communi- 

cated to the lead- 
ersthrough the 
phone and they 
too use the 


REN <P ES co0l Evcncs 


phone to spread the word. This way, 
animportant communication reaches 
all students with minimum effort 
and maximum guarantee. During the 
rains, many of the children in our 
apartment were running from pillar 








to post not know- 
ing if they would 
have school that day. But 
we, the children of M.CL.M. 
remained cool because we had re- 
ceived advance information through 
the network! It would be smart for 
all schools to follow this method of 
communication. 
- Ajit Rengaswamy, 
Age 14, M.CLM. School, 
Chennai 


Building Sites! 


Our school is now engaged in 
conducting a special competition. 


The competition is devised by 
Nicnet’s International Classroom 
Assistant. It isa global competition 
which calls on students to develop 
websites on a given topic. Teaming 
up with the students of PIMS, a 
school in America, And ADHS a 
Canadian school, we had selected the 


topic ‘Water’ for our web site. If our 
site is found to be very good, we will 
be rewarded with prizes. The prizes 
are said to be worth thousands of 
Dollars! Ours. the only school from 
south India to participate in this com- 
petition. This activity has enabled us 
to make friends with students from 
different world. We put up our col- 
lats with pride. I want to thank 
Vasanthi M'am for giving us this 

‘great opportunity. 
- RS.Revathy, Std.XI, 
CS.Ramachary (M) HSS., 
Madurai 
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| got Jillu to spend her 
holidays usefully. Not a minute 


Vases, rattles, animal 
figurines... not just toys but 
useful articles too... 


lovely breeze it 
gives me Billu, 
especialy when. 
Ihave you to 
fan me through 
the power cut. 
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Hichudii 


She learnt to make toys from 
out of dried palm leaves. 


Like this fan here. How 
beautifully she has crafted 
this piece! 











eget ihe Reitar Newspaper 
vt repay 





